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Write an Informative Speech 
 
Depending on whom you ask, it is usually said that there are three to four types of speeches that 
students should learn to write: informative, persuasive, and entertaining/special occasion.   Since the 
purpose of Speech & Debate is to strengthen the relationship between oral and written speech, 
students will be assessed on their ability to present a speech (after they outline, draft, and rehearse).  
To assess what is learned, we will have students do another Informative Speech at the end of the 
semester.   
 
Directions:  1. Class brainstorms possible topics for an Informative Speech.  2. Students select a topic, 
outline, and then draft their speeches.  These two steps should happen prior to the presentation of 
speeches and teachers may want to grade these steps as well. 
 
3.  Students give speeches during two/three days scheduled by school or can be done during class 
time. 
4.  Teachers score using the Oral Presentation Rubric.  It is also suggested that teachers assess the 
writing process/drafts of the speech to help students improve over the year.  The rubrics in the 
Collections texts for informational/expository writing are perfect for this. 
5.  Post test will be to write a second informative speech focusing on improving the three rubric 
identified areas: delivery, content/organization, and enthusiasm/audience awareness. You may want 
to evaluate the writing of the speeches as well as identified in Step 4.     
 
 The informative speech content should have: 

 A specific topic that you are teaching your audience about 

 An opening/introduction with a bold statement or questions 

 A main point and a series of sub points organized (there is a pattern) one of the following 
ways:  

o Topically, different parts of the whole or different categories 
o Chronologically, presented in the order of events 
o Spatially, how items are related to each other – left to right, north to south, etc. 

 A conclusion 
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