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Write a News Story 
 
Directions:  Students choose a newsworthy event that they witness (or witnessed recently) and write a news 
story.  Students should be assigned the task ahead of the day of assessment and come prepared with their 
notes/ideas, etc.  Teachers may want to also give a grade for process and preparation. 
 
An effective new story must have: 

 A headline – subject and verb provide focus for the story 

 Use the inverted pyramid style (the most important details of the story should be towards the 
beginning and be less and less important to understanding the story as the story develops.  Stories 
should not be chronological. 

 Inverted pyramid – 2 to 3 different sources; include primary + secondary + professional/authority 
sources. 

 A news lead that includes the who, what, where, when and maybe the why and how.  The news lead 
should be a 1 – 2 sentence paragraph. 

 Length should be 300 – 600 words. 

 No bias, only facts. 

 No use of personal pronouns. 

 Body paragraphs should be short (2-3 sentences or 60 words).  Develop one detail per paragraph. 
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